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Development Positioning, Existing Problems, and Innovation
Pathways of the Minor Protection Mode in the Mobile Internet

FANG Zengquan WU Jingjing YANG Shuyi

[Abstract] In the context of digital technologies being deeply embedded in the daily lives of minors,
cyberspace has become an important arena for their learning, social interaction, and value formation.
The minor protection mode, as an important tool for the online protection of minors in the digital era,
has gradually evolved from platform-led spontancous exploration to an institutionalized requirement.
This paper, drawing on data from the 7th Survey on Internet Usage among Minors in China, analyzes the
practical challenges faced by the current minor protection mode in content supply, technical protection,
functional design, and governance coordination, and proposes a transformation and upgrading path with
age-differentiated empowerment as the core. Through optimizing content governance, implementing
tiered functional authorization, enhancing precise technological enablement, advancing multi-stakeholder
collaborative governance, improving children’s participation mechanisms, and refining interface design,
this paper promotes the upgrading of the minor protection mode from the initial anti-addiction Version
1.0, to Version 2.0 that balances protection and development, and further to Version 3.0 featuring Al-
driven personalized recommendation, so as to fully safeguard minors’ rights to digital participation and
development and better cultivate future digital citizens.

[Key words] Child Online Protection; Minor Protection Mode; Age-differentiated Governance;
Children’s Participation Rights
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