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“Fluid Place" : The Mechanism of Reconstructing People-Place Relationship in the
Renewal of Waterfront Industrial Spaces

Fan Tingting, Shao Wenzhe

Abstract : Waterfront industrial spaces have undergone a transformation from the city's "industrial
hub" and "industrial rust belt" to a consumption frontier, emerging as a pivotal case for examining
the dynamic evolution of people-place relationships. Against the backdrop of urban stock renewal,
this study—grounded in the dimensions of place memory and place identity within the theory of sense
of place—employs participatory observation and in-depth interviews to investigate issues of memory
and identity in the renewal of waterfront industrial spaces. The findings reveal that the construction
of place identity in these spaces is primarily realized through three interrelated mechanisms : the
preservation of material symbols, which anchors the historical context of industrial heritage ; the
reorganization of social relations, which reconfigures the "structure of feeling" in the post-renewal
space ; and the mediation of digital technologies, which shapes a new form of place memory
integrating the virtual and the real. Collectively, these mechanisms foster the formation of new
place identities among inhabitants of waterfront industrial spaces. The study argues that maintaining
a sense of place in contemporary urban renewal is a continuous process of negotiation, translation,
and re-creation across multiple dimensions, closely intertwined with digital technologies and
dynamic interactive networks. By conceptualizing waterfront industrial spaces as "fluid places, " this
research advances sense of place studies toward a more dynamic and process-oriented theoretical
orientation.

Keywords : urban renewal, urban communication, place memory, place identity
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