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Abstract

The Social and Cultural Phenomenon of Youth
“ Companionship Learning Live Streaming” from
the Perspective of the Ritual View of Communication

LUO Zhennan, YUAN Ying

Abstract. Against the dual backdrop of live streaming technology’s deep integration into educational
scenarios and digital natives becoming the mainstay of the youth population, “companionship learning
live streaming” has rapidly emerged as a new paradigm for knowledge dissemination. It not only
addresses practical dilemmas faced by contemporary youth, such as insufficient learning motivation,
alienated social needs, and weak self-discipline mechanisms but also reflects the paradigmatic shift of
learning scenarios in the digital age-from individual cognition to collective ritual.

From a historical sociological perspective and with the ritual view of communication as its core
theoretical framework, this study focuses on bilibili, a key platform gathering young people, to
systematically explore the ritualized behavioral characteristics, intrinsic driving mechanisms, and socio-
cultural values of youth participation in companionship learning live streaming. It aims to provide new
theoretical perspectives and practical references for solving problems in modern education, such as the
estrangement between teaching and learning and the lack of emotional support, while enriching
interdisciplinary research on youth culture and online communication in the digital era. Adopting a
mixed-methods approach and grounded theory to construct the analytical framework, this study strives to
offer empirical evidence for understanding new learning cultures in the Chinese context. Participatory
observation is employed to capture detailed trajectories of ritualized interactions in live streaming

scenarios, providing a thick description of companionship learning live streaming on Bilibili.
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Questionnaire surveys are conducted to obtain user characteristics, and a combination of purposive
sampling and random sampling is used to select 28 interviewees with diverse backgrounds for in-depth
interviews. The mixed qualitative and quantitative research methods help explore the meaning and
construction process of audiences’ behaviors in companionship learning live streaming.

The research findings are as follows. First, the emergence of companionship learning live streaming
is the dual result of the development of communication technology and intergenerational changes among
the youth group. Second, the strong learning function dissemination of companionship learning live
streaming is highly consistent with the intrinsic needs of contemporary youth. Its widespread popularity
among young students stems from its powerful capabilities to stimulate emotional needs, strengthen
participation motivation, and improve learning effectiveness, all of which closely align with the inherent
developmental needs of youth facing multiple challenges. Third, by reconstructing temporal-spatial order
and symbolic sharing, companionship learning live streaming not only provides individuals with
psychological support and efficiency optimization paths but also constructs new learning communities
through virtual groups such as “cloud deskmates” and “postgraduate exam study buddies”. It has formed
a “digital self-study culture” that integrates instrumental rationality and emotional value, driven by strong
cultural identity.

The innovations of this study are reflected in three aspects. Theoretically, it extends the ritual view
of communication to online learning scenarios, constructing an analytical framework for ritualized
learning in the digital age and addressing the limitation of existing research that emphasizes instrumental
rationality while neglecting emotional value. Methodologically, through participatory observation from
the dual perspectives of streamer and audience, combined with mixed methods, it achieves an in-depth
deconstruction of virtual scenarios. Substantively, it reveals the essence of companionship learning live
streaming as a positive cultural practice among youth, enriching intergenerational research and internet
culture studies from a historical sociological perspective. In terms of policy implications, it provides an
innovative model for the digital transformation of education and offers references for the construction of
autonomous learning support systems in higher education and the functional upgrading of lifelong learning
platforms. In terms of academic exchange value, it establishes an interdisciplinary research platform
integrating theories from journalism and communication, education, sociology, and other disciplines,
providing a new dialogue space for understanding behavioral changes of the youth, the social functions of

online rituals, and innovations in educational models in the digital age.

Key Words: ritual view of communication; companionship learning live streaming; youth learning

behavior; live streaming; grounded theory
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