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New Women or Traditional Zero Workers: A Study on Short
Video Content Production and Subjectivity in Mobility of
Rural Female Bloggers

YANG Ya, SU Fang, LI Siyu

School of Journalism and Communication, Beijing Normal University, 100875, Beijing, China

Abstract: Digital and emotional labor of female short video bloggers in rural areas require urgent
attention from the intersectional perspective. From the vision of digital labor and media visibility, we
proposed a dialogue between new women and traditional zero workers in the construction of social
gender and subjectivity consciousness. Short video practice of women in rural areas not only achieved
visibility but also faced the dilemma of being domesticated by algorithmic logic and returning to
the role of free labor, with the representation of fluid subjectivity deeply rooted in the platform
economy. At the same time, by analyzing how the rural women bound in macro social structure, meso
family landscape and micro media, constructing process and ways of their multidimensional lifestyle,

differentiated orientation and gender awareness were explored by label-resistance, self-imagination
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and identity-seeking. It is necessary to respect the re-combination of general intellect and subject
acive labor, and to recognize the efforts and practices of rural female bloggers in digital survival. From
zero worker to free worker, rural female bloggers are expected to work independently, flexibly and
creatively, returning to the authenticity and vividness of labor.

Keywords: Intersectionality perspective; Digital labor; Rural women; Subjectivity in mobility; Short

video platform
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