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The “time lag” of the 1898 Reform Movement: the localization of Reform thought

in practice

Yu Mugin, Song Suhong

Wl ek

Abstract: Scholarly research on the spread of the 1898 Reform thought has been extensive, but the
general focus has been on how the new-style ideas spread from the central cities to the local areas,
often neglecting the practice of carrying out the reform thought in the local perspective.This article
draws on historical materials such as newspapers, diaries, and memoirs to outline the activities of
the reform practices in Shaanxi and Sichuan, and finds that the local reform practices had their
own “timeline” and were not all inspired by the call of the center. The leaders of the local Reform
Movement, as key figures in the communication between national and local information, also made
many “local transformations” of the ideas of the reformation.In the absence of the ideal “trinity”
of newspapers, societies, and academies, the academy became an important intermediary for the
continuation of the reform thought on the ground in a wide range of counties and villages. The vision
of the reform in the eyes of ordinary local readers also showed multiple faces.
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